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Notice  of  Availability  of  and  Intent  to 
Adopt  a  Mitigated  Negative  Declaration 


1650  Mission  Si. 
Suite  400 
San  Francisco, 
CA94103-247§ 


Date: 
Case  No.: 
Project  Title: 
Project 
Zoning: 

Block/Lot: 
Staff  Contact: 


To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 


July  29,  2009 
2008.0395E 

University  of  San  Francisco  Center  for  Science  and  Innovation 
RH-2  (Residential,  House,  Two-Family)  District 

180-D  Height  and  Bulk  District  GOVERNMENT 
Block  1145;  Lot  003  DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

Irene  Nishimura  -  (415)  575-9041  1 
Irene.Nishimura@sfgov.org  jyj^  ^  Q  2009 


415J58.6378 

Far 

415.558,6409 


Wormation; 
415.558.637? 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

This  notice  is  to  inform  you  of  the  availability  of  the  environmental  review  doaiment^ron"ifeim^^^RY 
proposed  project  as  described  below.  The  document  is  a  Preliminary  Mitigated  Negative  Declaration, 
containing  information  about  the  possible  environmental  effects  of  the  proposed  project.  The  Preliminary 
Mitigated  Negative  Declaration  documents  the  determination  of  the  Planning  Department  that  the 
proposed  project  could  not  have  a  significant  adverse  effect  on  the  environment.  Preparation  of  a  Mitigated 
Negative  Declaration  does  not  indicate  a  decision  by  the  City  to  carry  out  or  not  to  carry  out  the  proposed 
project. 

Project  Description:  The  project  site  is  at  the  University  of  San  Francisco  (USF)  campus  on  the  existing 
Harney  Green  and  Harney  Plaza  on  the  main  USF  campus  and  will  occupy  an  area  parallel  to  Cowell  Hall. 
The  project  site  encompasses  an  area  of  approximately  80,000  square  feet  (including  the  plaza  area)  and  is 
bounded  by  Harney  Science  Building  to  the  west  and  north,  University  Center  to  the  east,  and  Cowell  Hall 
to  the  south.  The  site  is  within  Assessor's  Block  1145,  Lot  003.  The  project  site  is  within  an  RH  2 
(Residential,  House,  Two-Family)  District  and  an  80-D  Height  and  Bulk  District.  Golden  Gate  Avenue  is  to 
the  north  of  the  project  site,  Fulton  Street  to  the  south,  Parker  Avenue  to  the  west  and  Masonic  Avenue  to 
the  east,  in  the  Western  Addition  neighborhood.  USF  proposes  to  construct  a  new  science  center,  which 
would  be  called  the  Center  for  Science  and  Innovation  (CSI).  The  CSI  would  include  two  major  components: 
a)  a  three-story  above-grade  building  (Science  Building)  with  a  partial  basement  and  a  partial  fourth  floor 
connected  to  an  elevator  shaft,  a  stairwell,  and  a  rooftop  mechanical  space;  and  b)  a  two-story  below-grade 
structure  (Plaza  Building).  Overall,  the  CSI  project  would  include  approximately  60,000  gross  square  feet 
(gsf)  of  classrooms,  laboratories,  instrumentation  rooms,  and  support  space  (e.g.,  lobby,  storage,  and 
mechanical  areas).  These  components  are  described  as  two  separate  structures,  but  would  function  as  one 
building  and  would  be  identified  on  campus  as  the  Center  for  Science  and  Innovation.  In  addition,  the 
proposed  project  would  include  a  loading  area  and  service  entry  to  the  lower  level  of  the  Plaza  Building. 
The  Science  Building  would  be  built  at  the  south  end  of  the  existing  Harney  Science  Building,  and  the  Plaza 
building  would  be  below-grade,  between  the  Harney  Science  Building  and  the  University  Center.  The 
proposed  project  would  require  a  Conditional  Use  (CU)  Authorization  for  a  post-secondary  institutional  use 
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in  an  RH-2  District  pursuant  to  Planning  Code  Section  209.3(i)  and  for  exceeding  a  building  height  of  40  feet 
in  an  R  District  pursuant  to  Planning  Code  Section  253. 

If  you  would  like  a  copy  of  the  Preliminary  Mitigated  Negative  Declaration  or  have  questions  concerning 
environmental  review  of  the  proposed  project,  contact  the  Planning  Department  staff  contact  listed  above. 

Within  20  calendar  days  following  publication  of  the  Preliminary  Mitigated  Negative  Declaration  (i.e.,  by 
close  of  business  on  August  18,  2009),  any  person  may: 

1)  Review  the  Preliminary  Mitigated  Negative  Declaration  as  an  informational  item  and  take  no  action. 

2)  Make  recommendations  for  amending  the  text  of  the  document.  The  text  of  the  Preliminary  Mitigated 
Negative  Declaration  may  be  amended  to  clarify  or  correct  statements  and/or  expanded  to  include 
additional  relevant  issues  or  cover  issues  in  greater  depth.  One  may  recommend  amending  the  text 
without  the  appeal  described  below.  -OR- 

3)  Appeal  the  determination  of  no  significant  effect  on  the  environment  to  the  Planning  Commission  in  a 
letter  which  specifies  the  grounds  for  such  appeal,  accompanied  by  a  check  for  $500  payable  to  the  San 
Francisco  Planning  Department.'  An  appeal  requires  the  Planning  Commission  to  determine  whether 
or  not  an  Environmental  Impact  Report  must  be  prepared  based  upon  whether  or  not  the  proposed 
project  could  cause  a  substantial  adverse  change  in  the  environment.  Send  the  appeal  letter  to  the 
Planning  Department,  Attention:  Bill  Wycko,  1650  Mission  Street,  Suite  400,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103. 
The  letter  must  be  accompanied  by  a  check  in  the  amount  of  $500.00  payable  to  the  San  Francisco 
Planning  Department,  and  must  be  received  by  5:00  p.m.  on  August  18,  2009.  The  appeal  letter  and 
check  may  also  be  presented  in  person  at  the  Planning  Information  Counter  on  the  first  floor  at  1660 
Mission  Street,  San  Francisco. 

In  the  absence  of  an  appeal,  the  Mitigated  Negative  Declaration  shall  be  made  final,  subject  to  necessary 
modifications,  after  20  days  from  the  date  of  publication  of  the  Preliminary  Mitigated  Negative  Declaration. 


1       Upon  review  by  the  Planning  Department,  the  appeal  fee  may  be  reimbursed  for  neighborhood  organizations  that 
have  been  in  existence  for  a  minimum  of  24  months. 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
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